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£ llm renovation
restores cathedral to
a standard not seen
since it was built

Stephen Bates
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Restoration has
brightened the
Interlor of 8t
Pauls, left. A view
of the doma,
above, and a
stained glass
window, right
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brlghter than even Wren saw it

another renovation in the 1930: — none
had been successtul until now,

The cathedral’s congervators used a
newly deviloped Belgian technigue for the
first time in Britain, employing a latex
paste, spraved on overnight when the
cathedral was closed and peeled off during
the day, to remave the ground-in dirt.

They have also hand-cleaned and
restored the Vietorian mosaics under the
dome and abovethe cholr — the large,
trirngular, pendentive mosaic of 5t Mark
hanging high above the nave was found
to have become largely detached from its
brickwork base-and had to be completely
remaved and reset
it The work also uncovered details of the
original 18th century paintings inside the
dome by the largely forgotten artist Sir
] James Thormhill, which had been dis-

tempered over in the 19th century but
which have now been mstoreﬂ il‘l thE'
_ expectation’ t]:l.ua;rrwi LIl
gize’ MOre appre: ciative of them
T Wik,

hll.'ll

The restoration of one of the most
familiar and famous buildings in Britain,
which will cost £40m in total, should be
completad in time for the 300th anniver-
sary of its original completion in 2008,

The organ remains to be restored and
the south exterior facade has still to be
cleaned.

Muost of the money has come so far from
individual large donations, rather thana
whiip-ronnid among the City inatitutions:
the late Sir Paul Getty paid for the £5m
cleaning of the west front, completed Tast
winter, and the Fleming banking fammily
has paid for theinterior

The National Lottery Heritage Fund
has refused funding for one of the most
distinctive landmarks (n the country.

Sir Roger Gibbs, a former stockbroker
who is the chairman of the cathedral's
foundation; said; “Fhirty vears ago vou
gato Hua ch&rmn of a City bank

and uuliwaun, quull.uaumt. matehed it,

but you can't do that today — they seem

“When it
was murky
you could
not see it
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“And quite a few say they won't support
religion.” chipped in Canon Philip Bucks
lex, the cathedral's treasiurer.

“We are religions, but we are also part
of the national heritage. It is o place
whiers people can turn in times of trouble,
as with the memorial service three days
after 8¢11 and the tsunami service last
maonth”

Surveying the nave, the man who has
conducted most of those services, the
cathedral’s desn, the Very Eev John
Maoses, said: “The greak thing about this
cathedral is that it cuts voo down to size.
It iz one of the great, unambiguous state-
ments abaut Gocd

“There is & new energy in this building
ngw and the question is whether that
energy can be transhated into what we do
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